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City Agencies That Provide Meals 


Bissell Centre 
10527-96 Street 423-2285 
Sunday 12:00 -1:30 p.m., sandwiches and 
snacks after church service 
Monday to Thursday - 
_ 10:30 a.m. — sandwiches 
Tuesday and Friday - noon — hot lunch for 
women 
Friday 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 12116-102 Avenue 488-1118 
5:30 meal every 3rd Saturday of the month 


Herb Jamieson Centre 10014-105A Avenue 
429-3470 

Only for men who are not on assistance. If on 
assistance, they must get permission form 
their worker 

Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 7:45 breakfast 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. lunch 
5:00 to 5:45 p.m. supper 
11:00 to 11:45 a.m. brunch 
4:00 to 4:45 p.m. supper 


Weekends A 


Edmonton Inner City Victory Church 
10665-98 Street 
Friday 7:00 to 8:00 meal 


House of Refuge Mission 

10339-95 Street 

Dail -8:00 p.m. meal 

J-Jirel Mission Soup Kitchen - East 
82 Street 489-9138 

Jay and Sunday 4:00 p.m. meal 


+, 
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- Jireh Mission Soup Kitchen - west 
137 - 150 Street 489-9138 
Thursday - 4:00 p.m. meal 
‘— 10:00 a.m. meal 


ouse Ministries 3010-119 Avenue 
1277 or 474-8086 

sday and Sunday 

nd 7:00 p.m. meal 


Marian Centre 

10528-98 Street 424-3544 

Daily except Wednesday 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed from the 27th of each month to re- 
open the 1st of next month 


Mustard Seed 

10636-96 Street 

426-5600 

Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:00 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Operation Friendship 
9526-106 Avenue 429-2626 
Monday to Friday - 9:00 a.m. breakfast 
Monday to Sunday — 12:00 noon lunch 
_. 5:00 p.m. supper 
for seniors 55 and over only 


Red Road Healing Society 

4225-118 Avenue 471-3220 

Tuesday and Thursday — 5:00 p.m. meal 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 soup and bannock 


River of Life Church 

11368-95 Street 479-6762 
Thursday and Friday — 

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. lunch 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 - 123 Street 482-1587 
Second Saturday of each month - _ 
5:00 p.m. meal 


Sai Sadan 
9619-101 Avenue upstairs 
Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army 

9620-101A Avenue 242-9222 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday — 1:00 to 1:30 
p.m. — back door bread program 

Friday — 7:30 a.m. breakfast 


St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

9606-110 Avenue 426-1122 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday — 7:00 to 
9:00 a.m. breakfast 


St. Faith’s Anglican 
11725-93 Street — parish hall 


' 477-5931 


Thursday — 12;30 p.m. soup 
Saturday - 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 


breakfast 
supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411- Fort Road 
Monday ~ 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. If not, 
a bag lunch is given. 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11610 — 95A St. 

Worship Services 10AM & 6PM Sunday 
Mondays 6:15 Youth Gym Night 
Thursdays 6:15 Soup & Study — Free! 
Info: Pete Wright — 479-1860 
www.orcurc.org 


Are you a new Mom? Do you need a break? 
Free emergency childcare offered for babies O 
— 2 years of age in loving supportive home. 
Pick up/drop off available. Call 966-6583 24 
hours. 


JJAM (Just Jesus and Me) 12 Step program 
for any addiction. 7:45 Mondays at E3C 
Church, 117 Avenue, 105 Street. 

Call 914-8761 for information. 


Wanted: 
Warm winter clothing, jeans, running shoes, 
sleeping bags, blankets, and quilts for home- 
less people. Drop off your donations at the 
House of Refuge Mission at 10339-95 Street 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 
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House of Refuge volunteers wed 
Saturday, April 15, Tim Gardner and 
Anita Augier, both volunteers at the House © 


of Refuge Mission, exchanged wedding vows : 


at the Family Worship Centre on 96th | 


Street. Tim is the Friday night preacher and 
Anita the Sunday night preacher at the mis- 


sion. They invited their street fomuy: and 
friends to the pista 
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Editorial: 


Goodbye Ralph 


We hate to see you go. 
We hate to see you go. 
We hope to hell you never come back. 
We hate to see you go. 


The Alberta I grew up in was more naive 
than the one I live in now. When we sang 
that song (to the tune of The Farmer in the 
Dell) to someone who was leaving the party 
early, we usually meant it as a good-natured, 
backhanded compliment: we want you to 
stay. But... 

There was a certain ambiguity to the ritu- 
al, and the ambiguity of the thing was what 
made it fun—in a silly sort of way. 

Alberta Conservatives sang a more con- 
temporary version of the ditty at their recent 
convention. Only 55 per cent of delegates 
voted in favour Ralph Klein’s performance as 
premier. We hate to see you go, Ralph. The 
remaining 45 per cent voted against. It’s time 
to go, Ralph. 

Go with dignity, if you can. Go with our 
best wishes. But go. And don’t come back. 

There wasn’t even enough ambiguity to 
make it fun—in a silly sort of way. For a pre- 
mier whose last review had given him an 
approval rating of 97 per cent, 55 per cent 
was, if not a slap in the face, a gentle boot to 
the rear. 

You had to know the jig was up when 


Klein, in a speech the evening before the vote, 


begged delegates for two more years in office 
so he could, among other priorities, do some- 
thing for Alberta’s poor. That’s right: so he 
could do something for Alberta’s poor. 

Well, it’s about time, eh? 

Maybe. 

There are two things Ralph should know 
by now about the Alberta Progressive 
Conservative party—not the Marthas and 
Henrys who voted for Ralph’s PCs in four 
elections, but the moneyed oil, ranching, 
land and financial industry folks who run the 
party from Calgary: 

First, they don’t give a damn, many of 
them, about the poor, and they care even 
less to do anything serious to help them. 
Saying he wants to hang in to help the poor 
could not win many points with that lot, 
especially those who hope Jim Dinning or 
Ted Morton will replace Ralph. 


Pedro’s 
News 
and 
Views 


Pedro Shultz 
Pedro has been a street pastor working in the 
inner city for fifteen years. 


I agree with the need to expand the - 
Remand Centre so inmates, some of whom — 


are innocent, will be treated more humanely. 


I was incensed, though, by the lack of space 
for homeless people here in Edmonton. I 
think this needs to be dealt with immediate- 
ly. 

After letting people stay at my place over 
the last 12 years, I was evicted and out of 


accommodations. A couple, whom I had often: 
ei 


Second, those that do care about the poor 
and might want to help less fortunate 
Albertans know as well the rest of us that 
Ralph and the party he has led have a 13- 
year record of caring little and doing nothing 
for the poor. In fact, they did even less than 
nothing, having taken substantial support 
and benefit programs away from those most 
in need. They did so in the name of hard- 
edged, hard-nosed ideology. Without apology. 
The progressive elements that do exist in the 
PC party must have been as embarrassed as 
I was to hear their leader and our premier 
plead for time to correct a problem he had 
played a leading and enthusiastic role in cre- 
ating. Spontaneous conversion may have 
done the trick for St. Paul on his way to 
Damascus. It is out of character for Ralph, 
and no one, not even the most naive member 
of the party he had led to four election victo- 
ries could have given him any credit for his 
new-found concern for the poor. 

It would have been clear to both factions 
that Ralph had lost it. 

But if not him to lead us to the new 
Promised Land, then whom? 

Not, from my perspective, anyone serious- 
ly in the running. Jim Dinning, even more 
than Ralph, was the author of the neo-con- 
servative philosophy and budgets that have 
decimated housing programs and other sup- 
port for the poor since 1992. Preston 
Manning cuts his coat from the same fiscal 
cloth and wears it as a cloak of righteousness 
(bordering on self-righteousness) that, to his 
credit, Ralph never stooped to. Lyle Oberg 
lacks gravitas, to put it charitably. Mark 
Norris lost his seat in the last election, and 
deserved to on performance in his riding. 

That leaves Ed Stelmach, who seems to 
have respect within the party but is almost 
unknown outside it, despite his many years 
in cabinet, and Dave Hancock, who may be 
one of the PCs who do care about the poor, 
but who probably doesn’t have much chance 
of getting the leadership. 

So say goodbye, Ralph. 

And don’t leave a mess behind for the 


new guy. 


Allan Sheppard 
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Habitat for Humanity provides homes 

for families who otherwise might not ever be 
able to acquire a home for themselves. Since 
beginning operations in Edmonton in 1991, 
Habitat has built homes for 70 families. They 
operate in six other Canadian cities as well 
as in the United States and a number of 
European countries. 

In 2006, Habitat will finish 16 homes in 
Edmonton and one in Fort Saskatchewan, 
going from building single family homes to 
building duplexes and fourplexes. One 
duplex project in northeast Edmonton is a 
first for Habitat in that it is being construct- 
ed entirely by women. With 600 women 
skilled in construction, there is no shortage of 
women to draw from for that project and for 
other projects. 

Habitat provides housing for families that 
meet three criteria. They need to be living at 
or below a certain income level and presently 
living in inadequate housing. They must 
have the ability to pay the mortgage without 
it becoming a financial burden on the family, 
and have a definite income and show job sta- 
bility by length of time with their employer. 


- Quinn, Fedynas, 


_ Every month a church from Strathcona’s 
faith group awards a community member for 
personal contribution and accomplishments. 
On Wednesday, April 12, Connie Quinn, 
accompanied by her daughter Raven, was 
honored at a Coffeehouse Meeting, hosted by 
the Knox Metropolitan United Church. 

Terry Kettleson, the Adult Outreach 
Worker, recommended Quinn as the fourth 
recipient of a Coffeehouse award. Kettleson 
makes it her business to notice shooting 
stars like Quinn, who rise up from the school 
of hard knocks. But Quinn is from the north 
end of Edmonton, not from the south. Quinn 
shows how stars transcend the boundary 
lines. When they rise high enough, they can 
be spotted. 

Quinn is striking out as a single woman, 
and is gaining employment skills at a train- 
ing center. “She faced adversity. She’s 
empowered - she’s a whole new person,” 
Kettleson says of Quinn, reflecting on the 
past year alone. “She’s got plans for what 
she wants to get done, and she’s soaring 
right through. And she’s kind ~ a real sweet 
person.” Quinn was awarded with a kitten, a 
joint contribution from a member of the Holy 
Spirit Lutheran church and a pet store. She 
received perfume through Ann Elliot Brown, 

resident of the Queen Alex Community 


Se; 
Throughout the evening, classical music 
and a heavenly voice underscored two more 









Habitat for Humanity Provides Housing and More 


They must be willing to partner by providing 
help in building their own home, or a home 
for some other family. 

Once a family has moved into their new 
home, if they must move, they cando so at 
any time, but must sell the home back to 
Habitat for Humanity. 

Anyone who wants to volunteer to help 
construct a house or to provide materials for 
a house can call Habitat for Humanity at 
(780) 479-3566. 

Habitat for Humanity also operates a 
store called ReSTORE where they sell new 
and used housing items including nuts and 
bolts, nails, doors windows, frames, cup- 
boards, cabinets, lamps, small appliances, 
paint, sidewalk stones, plumbing fixtures etc. 
They have something for every room in the 
house as well as the outside and the yard. 
Besides customers, ReSTORE welcomes 
donations to the store and volunteers who 
want to work in the store. RESTORE is open 
Monday to Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and is located at 8210 Yellowhead Trail NW 
Edmonton. Phone 479-0762, 

By Cecil Garfin 


Faith Community 


Gathers for Prayer 
Walk Though the 
Inner City 


More than 1,000 people gathered on 
Good Friday for the 26th annual Outdoor 
Way of the Cross, an ecumenical prayer walk 
through the inner city to commemorate the 
suffering and death of Jesus Christ. This 
year the reflections at each of the six stops 
were based on the Millennium Development 
Goals created in 2000 and accepted by the 
United Nations members as shared global 
responsibility to end the damages caused by 
extreme poverty. The stops were at the 
Sacred Heart School, McCauley School, the 
Boyle McCauley Health Centre, on 96th 
street just north of 106 Avenue, at The 
Mustard Seed, and at McCauley Child Care 
Centre. 


By Linda Dumont 





and Gillegrand Rising Stars at the Knox 


Metropolitan United 


Native drumming is danced. 

I attended the Coffeehouse Meeting that 
night, eager to meet the mighty shooting-star 
Quinn, but what I saw was even more - a 
galaxy of stars, all come together in commu- 
nity within the Knox Metropolitan United 
Church. 

Leonard, who was honored at a 
Strathcona Coffeehouse Meeting in March 
talked about the challenges he faces in stay- 
ing sober and off the streets. First, the urge 
to shake off wanting a drink hasn’t gone 
away yet. It pops into his mind on the bus 
and in line-ups; it can happen morning, 
noon, or night, and even sometimes when he 
thinks about women. But Leonard listens to 


more primordial needs now to stay strong. 
He survives the day on different terms. He 
spends more time with his dear friends who 
pray with him (but don’t drink with him), 
and a week ago, they drove him to Nisku to 
help him find a job. Now they are driving him 
to work each morning. : 

Leonard is looking to carpool, early morn- 
ings from Millwoods to Nisku. News of a 
shuttle bus would also be appreciated. 
Leonard has very good personal references 
and an interesting worldview. Please call 
Leonard at 462-4178 to link up. 


by Gail Kelly 





















Come and join 
us for the 
Annual 


General 


Meeting of 
the Edmonton 
Street News 


Society 

Monday, May 29 
at 6:30 p.m. in the 
boardroom at 
Boyle McCauley 
Health Centre 
10628-96 Street. 





Edmonton Street News Page 3 


Are men a special interest group? Do they 
need their own programs and services in the 
community? A few weeks ago, 50 men from 
such diverse communities as aboriginal, 
immigrant/refugee, street-involved and 
gay/bisexual spent a couple of days talking 
about how to move forward to strengthen 
capacity to sustain health and wellness 
amongst men. 

David Long, a professor at The 
King’s University College, was one of the 
organizers of the first men’s wellness forum. 
He says one area of agreement was the need 
to build networks or webs of relationships 
amongst those who feel marginalized. “The 
often bureaucratic model of human services 
must be challenged by building friend net- 
works,” Long says. 

Other priorities that came out of 
the forum were the need for more under- 
standing of the cultures of various groups of 
men and competence to work with them on 
the part of service providers; strategies to 
raise awareness of men’s issues with a 
broader public; and more work on “inreach” 
to connect men with each other by asking 





Housing 101 


Just Don’t Get? 
It 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 


ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 





I hate to keep poking away at an article 
by Linda Hughes Anthony, president and 
chief executive officer (CEO) of the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce (CCC), that appeared 
in the Toronto Star of December 20, 2005 
(Canada’s promise of prosperity, Page A21). 
But the points of view she advocates are so 
trite and condescending—and so casually 
accepted in the media and corporate commu- 
nities— that they demand responses. (See 
March ESN) Anthony claims Canada’s stan- 
dard of living is low, compared to the United 
States. She blames lower productivity in 
Canada: specifically, “the productivity with 
which our nation’s resources are employed.” 
According to her, “the key [factors in produc- 
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what men in these groups want and need, 
not by deciding what to provide for them. 

Much of the forum was dedicated to 
panels where men from the four groups 
shared their own experiences and ideas. 
Presenters came from organizations as varied 
as Boyle Street Education Centre, Métis 
Association of Edmonton, Service d’acceuil, 
Salvation Army, and HIV Edmonton. Keynote 
speaker Jim Gurnett, from Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers, began the forum challenging 
people to think in less simplistic terms about 
the “margins” of the community being a bad 
place and the centre a good place. Marliss 
Taylor from Streetworks shared about the 
value of a harm reduction approach to com- 
munity work and reminded that men must 
be seen in the context of the families and 
communities of which they are part. Rob 
Little, developer of the Peace region-based 
“Men at Risk” suicide prevention project, pre- 
sented his work to change the Alberta reality 
that more young men die by suicide than 
vehicle accidents. 

The forum began and ended with 

pipe ceremonies led by elder Leonard 


tivity] are the education, level of skills and 
experience of workers as well as the capital 
equipment available to them.” 

True enough, as far as that statement 
goes. The basic notion is standard boilerplate 
among economists. But why doesn’t Anthony 
go farther? Why doesn’t she advocate for bet- 
ter access—and more affordable access—to 
education and training? Economic funda- 
mentalists—and I am inclined to include 
Anthony among them—view education as a 
personal good. They believe students should 
be willing (in fact, required) to invest in their 
own education by borrowing, if necessary, 
against future earnings. But if education is a 
key factor of production in our economy and 
necessary for growth of our national GDP— 
for the benefit all Canadians—then education 
is also a public good, perhaps even more 
than it is a personal good. And the public, 
including its corporate elite, should be will- 
ing (in fact, required) to invest in public edu- 
cation to ensure future productivity and 
growth. Sadly the trend today is in the oppo- 
site direction. Yet I do not hear the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce, its members, or its 
CEO arguing that government should spend 
more money on education, and that business 
should pay more taxes to support it. 

There are enlightened voices among our 
corporate leaders, but they seem to be few, 
and they are not always heard in the media. 
I wonder why? There is at least one factor of 
productivity in Canada that the CCC, its 
CEO (and economists in general) seem not to 
recognize: our social safety net. How else, for 
instance, do we account for the fact that, 
according to economic analysts, U.S. auto 
manufacturers pay $1,500 more in health 
care premiums to build each car than their 
Canadian counterparts, whose workers 
receive health care from a national plan 
funded through taxation? Public health care 
seems clearly to make Canadian industry 
competitive and productive, compare to its 
counterparts in the U.S. 

Why then, are the CCC and its CEO 
silent on the need to maintain Canada’s 
health care system as a single payer system 
supported by taxation? It’s nice, if you are a 
business owner, to have a well-educated, 
healthy (and therefore productive) workforce. 
It’s even nicer if you don’t have to pay for it. 
The question then is: can we have both: a 
healthy, educated, productive workforce and 
under-funded public education and health 
care? Linda Hughes Anthony seems to 
believe we can. I do not. 

















about the importance of ate 
to have healthier lives. Comments : 
men get into difficulties because » 
sense of purpose in many Cases, as V 
because of barriers they face. 


know, the better I do,” one participan 
“The biggest issue is the sense of los 
experience and don’t know how to de 
with—this forum let us know we are n 
alone in that feeling,” said another. 
To be kept informed about further 
developments in creating an on- going initia- 
tive around men’s wellness check the website 
www.meninc.ca or call 423-3737. MENInc, 
the organization that developed the forum, — 
also did an_ environmental scan of services t 
men in the Edmonton region that is availab 
from them. The forum was sponsored by Cit 
of Edmonton Community Services, HIV 
Edmonton, John Howard Society, Planned 
Parenthood and The King’s University 
College. 


By Jim Gurnett 
The Pitfalls of Productivity 


rate, media and academic fellow travelers 
not tell us much about how the presum a 1 
benefits of greater productivity might be d 
tributed. If Canadian productivity increases 
as Anthony would like, her income is far e 4 
more likely to increase than the single 
mother’s—on the perhaps questionable 
assumption that Anthony contributesimerest 

to overall productivity than a single mother — 
Vee the head of a working-poor ae es & 






Linda Hughes Anthony and her corpo ee 
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(Economic A-Z: 
www.economist.com/research/Economics/a 
lphabetic.cfm?LETTER=P#PRODUCTIVITY), 
“the usefulness of productivity statistics 4 is 
questionable.” 

The Economist agrees that national liv- 
ing standards tend to reflect national pro-— 
ductivity. But they add a small kicker: 5 
“Usually, the higher productivity is the bet- 
ter, but this is not always so. In the UK dur- 
ing the 1980s, labour productivity rose ? 
sharply, leading some economists to talk of © 
a ‘productivity miracle’. 

Others disagreed, saying that productivi- 
ty had risen because unemployment had 
risen — in other words, the least productix ie 
workers had been removed from the figures 
on which the AVERAGE was calculated.” 

According to the logic of some econo- et 
mists, the neaeee if not nec Bie. ‘ 




















more crane for redistribution | 6 th 
upper levels of those: vho keep eit'joba"al chi 
while others all about —— are osing 


Note that you do not h 
in order to increase produ: tivity, j 
fewer people to do the same work. To’ 
increase SE, you pate t 


better health care. 
to be on the radar 


few of them are W v 


Five Days For The Homeless 


ting youth at risk a chance 


“Youth Emergency 
Shelter Beye 
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When it comes to giving, some people 
stop at nothing. During the month of March, 
two University of Alberta business students 
took on the initiative of raising money for 
Youth Emergency Shelter (YESS) by spending 
five days living on the street as though they 
were homeless, with no place to sleep, no 
food, no money and no showers. Initially 
their goal was to raise $3000.00 for the 
youth, but they more than surpassed that 
goal, raising a total of $5,000.00. 

Both Clark Barr and Frank Callele 
thought it necessary to give back to their 
community and to the youth and young peo- 
ple struggling to get by and to make their 
mark in the world. They have always been 
highly motivated at the university in its activi- 
ties. Clark.is.the.current.President of the= .- 
Business Students' Association, and Frank is 
in his last year of school and is looking for- 
ward to graduation. His future plans involve 
pursuing an MBA. 

The two students endured a week sleep- 
ing on a grate outside of the education build- 
ing on campus. They agreed that the experi- 
ence has drastically changes their lives, 
especially when they did not know where 
they would sleep, and when their next meal 
would be. Frank said, “Many people are 
aware of homelessness including myself, 
however, daily life pushes it to the back of 
our minds.” 

Clark added, “ We are living in a con- 
sumerist world driven by the thoughts of 
what our next item to buy is, and throwing 
that aside. Most people are just not willing to 
let themselves become aware of homeless- 
ness.” 

I had the opportunity to follow Frank and 
Clark throughout their fundraising journey 
through email, interviews and posts they put 
up for other students to track their progress 
and to | donate. Both students achieved their 
goal of sleeping outside for five days, and 
although the fundraiser permitted them to 
still attend class, both gentlemen kept true 
to their promise of enduring hardships to 
raise money. 
 £ Asa psychology/ theology student I will 
al e bias of other faculties and that of 
i 10t to give but to make and pros- 
ormed me otherwise. He said, “ 
‘School of Business teaches 
ess and the importance of giv- 
to the community.” Frank added, 
ae teac es us how to make 





















but this does not 
life.’ The bias is bro- 
: “We, all people, 


Bsc information or to donate, call 468-70 70. 





I cannot chan the world but eae is 
example is the best way to achieve this.” 

With a sense of humor I| asked the guys 
what they thought of voluntary poverty, and 
the people that by choice dedicate their lives 
to being homeless in order to really under- 
stand the homeless. Neither student ever had 
heard of people living as though they were 
homeless if they had the choice, and this 
really reflects how demanding the five nights 
were. 

There are so many public examples of 
what it means to stand out for injustice... 
Robert F. Kennedy said, “Each time someone 
stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the 
lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, 
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope,” Martin 


Luther King said, “The time is always right to— 


do what is right.” Marion Wright Edelmen 
said, “You really can change the world if you 
care enough, “ and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
suggested that, “The moment we begin to 
fear the opinions of others and hesitate to 
tell the truth that is in us, and from motives 
of policy are silent when we should speak, 
the divine floods of light and life no longer 
flow into our souls.” Of more immediate 
importance, as demonstrated by two busi- 
ness students, is that regular people have 
the capacity to ignite extraordinary things. 
Frank wrapped up the week after a week- 
end of reflection, a warm place to sleep, a hot 
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shower and a home cooked meal by saying, 
“One of the most satisfying things about 
fundraising is the feeling you get when you 
give the funds to the charity. These are the 
people that matter; what Clark, and I did 
seems to pale in comparison to the staff 
down at the shelter. It's not even really about 
the money, to see the enthusiasm on their 
faces as they realize that others are support- 
ing them in what they do and trying to pro- 
mote their cause, so more people can support 
them, this feeling is one of the most satisfy- 
ing in the world.” 

Homelessness is a major problem in our 
city, and our immediate contributions, tips 
into change cups, buying street papers, or 
even a smile may seem small in comparison 
to the ways in which other people use their 
power in changing the nature of poverty. 
However, if we all as a common humanity 
make a commitment to those brothers and 
sisters who struggle with the issue of home- 
lessness, there is nothing that can stop that 
power from igniting others. 


Brittney White 
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Letter to Preston Manning 


The author of this letter to Preston 
Manning likes to share his views with the 
honourable ladies and gentlemen of the 
Alberta Cabinet. In this letter he gets excited 
about some recent news and makes an excep- 
tion and writes to someone who ts not current- 
ly in the cabinet. Watch for further letters in 
future issues of ESN 


D ear Preston, 


At the risk of looking like I'm joining the 
end of the parade, let me say how exciting it 
is to think of you sitting up there on the 
third floor of the Legislative Building where 
you used to do your homework and wait 
until your father, Ernie, was done running 
the province and could take you home for 
dinner, but where you could sit behind the 
big desk yourself as our honourable premier. 
Premier Preston—there’s a real nice ring to 
that isn’t there? 

I've been getting nervous thinking about 
Ralph heading to retirement at his fishing 
lodge and all the young bucks in the wings 
champing at the bit to take over-- Jim 
Dinning and Mark Norris and Dave Hancock, 
and so on. And last I hear there’s even some 
lady from Calgary musing about making a 
bid for the job. Big city guys that know how 
to talk a slick Conservative line but don't 
truly understand the real ordinary people of 
this province. I’m sure they’re all quite com- 
fortable hanging out with other guys with tai- 
lored suits and offices high in the towers 


downtown and memberships at fancy golf 
clubs, but they’re not pure Alberta through 
and through the way you are. 

Preston you're a man who has long years 
of experience and maturity. Never trust any- 
one under 60 is my motto. This province is 
on the road to ruin in so many ways, loose 
living and immorality. We need a good solid 
grandfather type we can look up to, who will 
speak with authority that will call us firmly 
and obediently back to good old-fashioned 
values. A person needs to pull himself up by 
the bootstraps and not count on a bunch of 
government handouts, those sort of solid 
principles that make a nation strong. 

I dug out my well-worn copy of your pop's 
book Political Realignment when I heard you 
might be in the race. I understand you were 
the real "ghost writer" of the book anyway-- . 
and it was such a joy to read those majestic 
principles of social conservatism, full of 
praise for the "private" individual, rejecting 
every hint of the idea of a collective good or 
responsibility. 25 years before Ralph's welfare 
cuts this treatise emphasized that social pro- 
grams have to take the back seat to the econ- 
omy. 

The idea of Premier Preston seems like a 
modern Trojan horse story. Here you'll be-- 
the leader of the party that threw your 
father's party out 35 years ago, slipping in 
and taking it over and able to turn it into the 
very thing it replaced. If that's not the darnd- 
est bit of political dealing I don't know what 
is. 

Preston, you come of a courageous line. I 


Spin, Baby, Spin 


remember the valour of your pa when he 
spoke out against medicare when the rest of 
the country was rushing down the road after 
that socialist scheme back in the 60s. And 
you yourself have already proven you are 
more than capable. When people were getting 
all patriotic about being Canadian you creat- 
ed the Reform Party and got people out here 
back in line with that grand call "The West 
Wants In". If we don't watch out for our own 
interests we'll get robbed blind by those 
greedy rascals in the East, but with you in 
the premier's office I'm confident you'll make 
sure we keep everything for ourselves. 

Yes Preston, it will be a fine day for 
Alberta when we have a good God-fearing 
hardheaded guy like you leading us. I can't 
think of a better way to move into the future 
than by resurrecting the good old days. I can 
just about hear the rising wave of enthusi- 
asm to get you elected leader of the Tories 
sweeping through every seniors' lodge, every 
little rural evangelical church, every over- 
taxed small businessman, in this province, 
growing to a great tide that will carry you 
into office. 

Once you rally all us old faithfuls we'll get 
our votes out and the youngsters with all 
their loose living and new ideas won’t stand a 
chance. 


Go Preston go! 


Ted White 


How the Harper government tries to say everything and nothing at the same time 


There are no poor people in Canada. 
None, anyway, that our prime minister hears 
from or recognizes.Don’t take my word for it. 
Go to the federal government web site and 
read the Harper Conservative government’s 
first Speech from the Throne 
(http: / /www.sft-ddt.ge.ca/default_e.htm). 

Stephen Harper’s Canada has no unem- 
ployed or underemployed. No people forced 
to live in housing they can’t afford. No home- 
less. No one who lives with a disability or a 
debilitating illness. No public school stu- 
dents needing access to education that is 
equal between neighbourhoods and across 
provincial boundaries. No students facing 
the obscenity of exorbitant debt to acquire 
skills Canada needs so urgently it cannot 
resist cherry-picking them at minimum cost 
by recruiting educated immigrants from the 
poorest of poor countries. 

Canada, it would appear, has no one who 
faces discrimination in the workplace or 
other embarrassing (to some) corners of soci- 
ety. No one living in need within or outside 
the bounds of families. No seniors eking out 
precarious lives on the edge of or in pover- 
ty. No one, in other words, who is in one or 
many ways powerless or voiceless before gov- 
ernment and that wonderful institution 
known as the marketplace. 

Well, almost no one. Prime Minister 
Harper has “heard from [a few] Canadians 
who feel they often lack a voice: “women who 
are victims of violence” and “families newly 
arrived in Canada who seek to contribute to 
our society and our country's collective well- 
being.” 

The attention to women who suffer from 
violence is welcome. So is the clarity and 
directness of the statement. Attention to 
immigrants is also welcome but the state- 
ment is distressingly unclear and indirect: 
the words spin in so many directions on so 
many planes it would take a book to parse 
its many open and hidden messages. It tries 
to speak to every possible interest and 
becomes pure platitude in the process. 

[Notice, also, how the wording of that 
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statement seems to undermine the credibility 
of the very people it would recognize: the 
government has heard from Canadians “who 
feel”—but may not have objective evidence— 
that they “often,”—but not always—‘lack a 
voice’—to speak to a government that says it 
is all ears.] 

A serious question is being dodged here”: 
Are abused women and properly motivated 
immigrants the only voiceless Canadians our 
brand-new government might have, could 
have, should have heard from in the last few 
months? If so, I have some advice for the 
prime minister: get a hearing aid. Better yet, 
get some hearing aides who have the capaci- 
ty to listen to, understand, and respond to 
the many truly voiceless Canadians who 
must be heard, once in a while, by govern- 
ment in Ottawa. 

What the Harper government does hear 
from and speak for, apparently, is something 
it calls “ordinary working people (or, alterna- 
tively, Canadians) and their families.” 

Now there’s another gem of the spin-doc- 
tor’s art, spun and polished to perfection. It 
looks nice. It sounds nice. What does it 
mean? If it means anything, this conserva- 
tive Conservative mantra says the govern- 
ment pays attention to working Canadians— 
and their families, of course. If you are not 
working—for the infinite variety of reasons 
why good, honest Canadians do not, or can- 
not, work—you go to the back of the line or 
fall off the table entirely. 

But notice how they try to sweeten 
the effect of that sour reality. It’s the word 
“ordinary” that makes the bafflegab so sweet. 
It means nothing. Or it means everything, 
which is the same thing as nothing. Does it 
include or exclude the working poor, who 
may fall short of being “ordinary” due to a 
variety of unspecifiable deficiencies? Does it 
include or exclude the wealthy, who may or 
may not work in the ordinary sense, but who 
may exceed the ordinary bounds of “ordi- 
nary” by virtue of extraordinary achieve- 
ments or abilities? 

If you take the phrase, “ordinary working 


’ a . re - bs ‘ a ie “ft that tie 
people” at face value, it seems to include 
everybody. Or more to the point, it seems to 
give as many people as possible the opportu- 
nity to see themselves among the overwhelm- 
ing (because self-defined) majority of 
Canadians. But look more closely at “ordi- 
nary.” Look closely at “working.” Don’t forget 
“and their families.” Don’t the words become 
remarkable for what they exclude more than 
for what they include? I gave a partial list at 
the beginning of some Canadians who are 
missing from the government’s vision. No 
point in repeating the list here. Or expanding 
it. There will be plenty of time for that in 
months to come, as this government spins 
its way into the future—and we ordinary and 
not-so-ordinary Canadians try, against many 
odds, to understand what it really means or 
intends. 

This is the beginning, I fear, of an attack 
on meaning, memory and perceptions of 
reality that will go beyond anything we have 
seen or heard in Canada before. 

All in the name, of course, of accounta- 
bility and honesty. 

Note: I have chosen to ignore the conven- 
tion that has the Governor General read the 
Speech from the Throne in the first person, 
as if she had written it. Whatever she said 
was put in her mouth by the government, 
and that’s the way I have approached it.] 

Allan Sheppard 





New Beginnings 


Everyone has a past, you know, a history 
that no matter how hard one tries to erase it, 
seems to linger, creep, follow and track 
behind you. It keeps a close watch on all 
your progress, change, and growth and at all 
costs tries to drag you back into your defeat- 
ed yet present weaknesses. It seems some- 
times that when you have hit your highest 
means of change into a new person with free- 
dom, strength and renewed vivacity, that 
temptation and discouragement pain like 
a festering, deep wound. At all costs you des- 
perately try to tame the sting. You try and 
contain all of the life and ease the pain by 
applying strong pressure to the wound, 
because the sight of your own hurt and the 
feeling of your own neglect speeds up your 
heart and heightens your awareness of life 
itself. It enforces the means to which one 
must constantly protect her or his self in 
order to simply stay alive. So, we hold tightly 
to our wounds in fear of letting a past be 
overcome by our present state of power, and 
the struggle that comes with change, growth, 
potential, and new beginnings. 

We as humans are always in search of 
something better; we constantly seek greater 
means to which our capacities can be ful- 
filled. Yet in the back of our minds we know 
of the limitations that once held us back and 
like the wounds that we once held so tightly, 
it is hard to let go because of an awareness 
that with change comes an alien way of deal- 
ing with pressures and new circumstances. 
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Until we learn how to conquer our pasts and 
truly let go, we live in them. 

How do we then go about convincing our- 
selves of being renewed people when we can- 
not let go of our faults? How do we erase 
from the minds of our closest friends, fami- 
lies and colleagues a past that has molded 
us, without letting them go and starting over 
completely? It is so hard to convince other 
people of progress, when it is so much easier 
to hold on to negative pasts. It is so hard to 
convince other people of progress without 
bluntly screaming it into their faces; all while 
staying what many people would not believe 
you could be — humble. At that, if you were 
to start convincing people of who you are 
now versus what you were you would proba- 
bly be questioned as to whether or not you 
are actually self confident or not; desperately 
searching for a new association. 

“We taste and feel and see the truth, we 
do not reason ourselves into it,” quoted 
William Butler Yeats, an Irish poet, dramatist 
and prose writer. It seems like enough to 
simply BE the person you have grown into, 
yet this never meets the demands and justifi- 
cations of civil life. When you reach the 
demands of people, expectations grow larger 
and although the mountain stands so firm, 
we slip down patches of ice trying to reach 
the top. Seems like a vicious circle. How do 
we reach an ending for which a beginning 
never existed? How do we settle into patterns 
of stable happiness if there is no such thing? 
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For many homeless people this model of 
change corners them — no matter how hard 
they try to erase and redeem their pasts, 
they are forced by society to live in them; 
increasing their chances of relapse, letting 
their wounds feed the cycle and experience of 
life. 

I would love to contrast the potential of 
these people trying to break past habits as 
being harder than for those people of subur- 
ban bliss, but I cannot. Think of your past, 
your greatest fault, your deepest fear of expo- 
sure, and the things that pain you to be 
associated with. We all have them; some of 
us just have easier access to mask them with 
material things that awe others. This is not a 
contrast of them versus us, we are in this 
human struggle together, and it is called suf- 
frage. Let’s be a little more aware when we 
see homeless people of this — it is “we” not 
“us” or “ them,” trying to get the most out of 
life humanely possible. 

We must let go of unpleasant feelings and 
live in our present states. We must respect 
and encourage growth and change in all peo- 
ple, not talking in the past but walking full 
force into the future. We must try to let old 
stories and tales go, because the process of 
life will go on, blameless yet challenged. We 
must be at peace with ourselves and the 
beauty that captivates all moments if we are 
so bold as to look. 

Brittney White 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Speech from the Throne states 
Government’s priorities 


On Tuesday, April 4'", Canada's new Conservative govern- 
ment delivered its first Speech from the Throne outlining the 
Five Priorities that Canadians from every part of the country 
supported during the recent federal election. 

The first priority of Canada’s new Conservative government is 
to introduce the Federal Accountability Act. This new law will 
restore the principle that government should serve the public 
interest, not personal interests. 


Secondly, Canada’s Conservative government will reduce 
taxes — starting with the GST. Our plan calls for the GST to 
be dropped from 7% to 6% immediately, and eventually to 
5%, It's meaningful tax relief for all Canadians. 

Canadians are worried about the availability of health care 
services. That's why Canada’s new government will negotiate 
patient wait time guarantees with the provinces - so Canadi- 
ans finally start to receive essential medical treatment within 
clinically acceptable waiting times. 

Fourthly, Canada’s new Conservative government will deliver 
with a truly universal childcare plan that assists every family 
with children under six years old with $1,200 annually. At the 
same time, we will introduce incentives for businesses, non- 
profit and community-based-organizations to add 125,000 
new childcare spaces. 


And our plan respects the fact that parents - not governments 
~ are best at making decisions about how to care for their 
kids. 

Finally, Canadians deserve to feel safe in their homes, on 
their streets and in their communities and no longer want the 
well being of criminals to be above that of good, honest, law- 
abiding Canadians. Beginning with the Speech from the 
Throne, those days of “hug a thug" are gone. 

Accountability, cutting the GST, a patient wait time guarantee, 
choice in child care and getting tough on crime - these are the 
priorities Canadians voted for and they are the priorities of 
Canada's new Conservative government. We welcome your 
comments or concerns. 


495-3261 





www.petergoldring.ca 
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ae, always, I was 
rather reluc- 
tant to take the 
plunge and get 
involved in yet 
another project 
- this time to 
work on the 
poetry contest 
for Edmonton 
Street News. I 
had been approached by a number 

_ of different people asking, “When is 
_ the next poetry book coming out?” 
so decided it was the right time. The 
_ answer is by mid June, provided we 
can come up with a couple of hun- 
dred dollars to print a first run of 

_ the book, then we will go from there, 
__ printing additional copies with 
money raised from sale of the books. 
Rather than being concerned about 
__ the cost, we am doing everything we 
can to ensure that the book is ready 
_ to be printed. 

To help raise money for print- 
ing, at the Red Strap Art Market on 
May 12th we will be selling one of 
my paintings and copies of Natasha 
Laurence’s book, Out of a Prairie 
Silence, creative non-fiction about 
Randy Fryingpan case. There will 








way 


Poetry Book to be on the Street in June 


be other articles for sale but the 
individual artisans will keep their 
profits. For example: Edmonton 
Street News vendor Diane Wood does 
beading and has earrings to sell. 

It may not be thé best way to 
publish a poetry book, but instead of 
looking at all the reasons why it 
can’t be done; we will just do it! And 
I have had a lot of help from the 
Edmonton Street News Society board 
members, other volunteers and espe- 
cially Brittney White, the University 
of Alberta student, who was doing 
her practicum with Edmonton Street 
News. She has found other students 
who also want to volunteer. 

And special thanks to the 
sponsors who provided prize money 
and judged the individual categories 
in the poetry contest: Peter Goldring 
MP, Inner City Pastoral Ministry, 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, 
Edmonton Housing Trust Fund, 
Edmonton Joint Planning 
Commission on Housing and 
Homelessness, Michael Dunn, 
Brittney White, Homefest, Hope 
Mission, Edmonton Street News 
Society, and Edie Carruthers Club. 
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Survival on the Street 
by Diane Wood 


We all are meant to survive 
Either on the street 
Or on the farm 


Even every day 
So far 


I survived 
On the street 
For six years 
With Christopher 


Our life is maintained on the street 
We’re street vendors 
Also panhandlers 
And bottle pickers, too 


In order to survive 


Our life is surrounded as a group 
We all pitch in 
To help 
Each other 


i) Anti [a aa 


A Night of Poetry, Dance and Magic 


Ea 


Friday, May 12 starting at 7 p.m. 


at 


The Red Strap Art Market (formerly army and Navy on 


97" street 


FREE!! 


Fun for the whole family! 


Poetry contest winners from the Edmonton Street News Poetry Contest 
will receive their prize money and read their winning poetry. 
Entertainment includes belly dancers, Tribal dancers, a modern dancer 
and Greg the Magician with an old fashioned magic show complete 


with rabbits in a hat! 


Refreshments will be served during intermission. 
Silent auction and door prizes 


For more information call Linda Dumont at 428-0805 





